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CARE’s LINKAGES program is a multi-country
initiative responding to livelihood security concerns
in four countries: Bolivia, Ethiopia, Ghana and Mali.
The program tackles issues related to food security
and nutrition, and economic development by closing gender gaps, based on the assumption that access to and control
over resources and opportunities, in participation and decision making to carry out livelihood strategies and in
personal autonomy are key to achieving livelihoods security and resilience. The program also assumes that the
enabling environment, comprised of government policies and bureaucrats, private sector actors and actions, and civil
society capacity, needs to actively promote gender equality in order to achieve resilience. Across the four countries,
CARE has identified four common and closely inter-related change levers that must be impacted in order to achieve
LINKAGES’ goal.

What changes are we seeking?

Change levers

Equal access,
control and
decision-making in
FS & ED

Increased
productivity &
profitability

Control

Decision making

Equal control
over productive
resources, assets
& market
opportunities

Ability to make
autonomous
decisions in a
timely manner
where all partners
are equal

Access
Equal access to
productive
resources, assets
& markets

Enabling
environment

=

More Secure
& Resilient
Livelihoods

Organisational
transformation
Organisations have strategies
to address the gender
inequalities that prevent them
from providing services &
implementing policy

Who will benefit from these changes and who are our allies?
Indirect

Producers/farmers
associations,
government
representatives, local
business owners & local
leaders

123,000 indirect beneficiaries
including family & community members

Target
Groups

Impact
Groups

23,000 direct beneficiaries including
poor & food insecure women, girls &
boys

How will we achieve the desired changes?

Closing
gender gaps

Improve income
generation &
market access,
opps &
conditions

Promoting
access to &
influence over
means of
production

Capacity/
knowledge
building &
strengthening

Creating &
strengthening
multistakeholder
linkages

Facilitating
learning &
knowledge
sharing

